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Does this Document  

Look Familiar?  

 

 

 

If so, youôve probably been a leaseholder on the lake for 

at least 10 years. Some of you may recall that when this 

plan was introduced, it stirred up quite a controversy. 

In April 1999 the City of Shawnee adopted this master 

plan for land use and conceptual development around the 

Shawnee Twin Lakes. The elaborate 20-year plan 

developed by Triad Design Group proposed an 

additional park, boat ramp, trail system, beach, shelter, 

and golf course.  

Due to citizen concern about increased traffic around the 

lake and impact on water quality, the commercial 

ventures proposed by Triad were limited and due to 

budget constraints, never materialized.  

One of the most controversial proposals that ended up 

being excluded from the final version was for an RV 

Park, convenience store, and service station at the 

intersection of Hwy 102 and Lake Roads. 

According to our current Community Development 

Director Justin Erickson, the city will soon be working 

on a new master plan for the Twin Lakes area, but it will 

be developed in-house and is not expected to be similar 

to the former plan due to ñtime and budget constraintsò. 

Justin said the scope of the plan has not yet been 

determined but will include land use, water quality, 

recreation, and capital improvements.  

 

Pottawatomie County  
       Sheriffõs Office 

  Christmas Party  

The newly-formed Pottawatomie County Sheriffôs 

Auxiliary hosted a Christmas party for Sheriffôs 

Department employees and reservists at the Shawnee 

Home Builderôs Cabin on the lake on December 5. 

Approximately 120 attendees were treated to dinner and 

all the children received a Christmas present from Santa 

Claus (compliments of Santaôs Kids).  

 

Also, due to the generosity of local citizens and 

businesses, many great door prizes were awarded during 

the evening. Thanks also to the Shawnee Homebuilders 

Association for donating the use of their facility. 
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Long-Term Lease? 
During the City Commissionôs November 16 meeting, 

Commissioner James Harrod suggested the city look into 

a long-term lease arrangement for lessees on city-owned 

lots. This makes a lot of sense if done right, because it 

could give leaseholders a greater sense of security and 

predictability and better financing options while also 

lessening the workload of the Planning Department.  

But, the old saying ñthe devil is in the detailsò rings true 

where contracts are concerned and a lease is a binding 

contract. If it turns out the city can offer a long-term 

lease (without competitive bidding), letôs hope city staff 

and officials will work closely with leaseholders to 

ensure the protections in our current lease are carried 

forward to the new one. 

Below are some questions City Attorney John Canavan 

has been kind enough to answer regarding this: 

QUESTION: Can the city offer long-term leases 

without an auction? If not ñlong-termò, could they 

offer something like 10 years instead of the current 5? 

ANSWER: The city could not do a lease for a very 

extended time as we could be in violation of the 

prohibition against disposing of public property without 

auction or bid. However, an extension to 10 years would 

not be unreasonable under the law as the lots are now 

used for year round habitation. It would require a code 

amendment and adjustments to leases at time of renewal. 

QUESTION: At their November 16 meeting, 

Commissioners discussed the possibility of offering 

lake lot lessees a long-term lease (possibly 30 years). 

What would have to be done before this could happen? 

ANSWER: It would probably require a statutory 

amendment and not conflict with any constitutional 

restrictions. However, Shawnee is a home rule city. That 

gives us more freedom in dealing with certain issues. 

QUESTION: If a lessee preferred to keep their current 

5-year lease, would they have that option and could the 

city charge a different rate for the different leases? 

ANSWER: It is doubtful the city would allow 

permanent residents to have lease periods of different 

lengths. The city would have to adjust the period after 

the expiration of the present lease periods (if they can 

make them longer). 

*  *  *  

This has the potential to be a win-win situation for 

everyone, however, only if done right. Check for 

periodic updates at www.shawneetwinlakes.net. 

Fishing Wharf  
During the month of November, the Shawnee Parks 

Department modified the entrance to the Fishing Wharf 

walkway and replaced old wood to make it more 

wheelchair accessible. Per picture below, it looks like 

they did a great job! 

 

*  *  *  
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Well Water   
          ... Is it Safe to Drink? 
When clear, good-tasting water comes out of the faucet, 

we assume it is safe to drink but this assumption is not 

always correct.  

If you have a seasonal or vacation home where the well 

is not used continuously, you should have your water 

tested at least once per year. Also, older, shallow wells 

are at risk from ground water contamination and should 

be tested annually.  

To maintain a safe water supply, follow these guidelines: 

¶ Test water annually for nitrate, coliform bacteria. 

¶ Disinfect well and plumbing system following 

maintenance on the well or pump. 

¶ Maintain septic systems properly and pump septic 

tank regularly. 

¶ Minimize the use of fertilizer and pesticides, 

particularly in sandy soils or with shallow wells. 

¶ Dispose of hazardous household products properly. 

The following may indicate a problem with the quality 

of your water: 

¶ Change in taste, odor, or color. 

¶ Family members frequently get upset stomach, 

nausea, or diarrhea. 

¶ Visitors get sick (when family members donôt). 

¶ Oily sheen appears when the water stands. 

¶ Petroleum or chemical odor. 

¶ Neighborôs well is found to be unsafe. 

¶ When high water covers the top of the well. 

¶ Significant change in land use in the area. 

 

 

Bow  Hunting  

On Lake #2   

On November 16, Shawnee 

Police Lieutenant Tom 

Pringle presented preliminary 

plans to the City Commission 

for Bow Hunting on Lake #2.  

Lt. Pringle plans to give a full presentation to the 

Commission within 90 days and expects to be ready to 

go next year, with the first hunt to begin on the first day 

of the 2010 archery season and end the Friday before 

Thanksgiving.  

The city will designate the areas in which hunting will 

be allowed and hunters will be required to attend an 

orientation session. 

City Reverses Decision 
Surrenders Lease 

Bowing to pressure from the governorôs office, the City 

Commission reversed its decision to continue leasing 

land in the North and South School Tracts from the 

Commissioners of the Land Office (CLO) during their 

November 16 meeting.  

Commissioner Frank Sims who has been working with 

the CLO and leaseholders for months on this issue 

staunchly supported the CLOôs position while 

Commissioners James Harrod and Pam Stephens 

defended the cityôs need to protect its water.  

Although the Commission had previously voted twice 

(5-2) to continue its lease, the only commissioners 

standing firm during the final vote on November 16 

were James Harrod and Pam Stephens. Harrod expressed 

his disappointment with the CLO and the governor in 

particular (who is one of the five CLO commissioners). 

Since state rules can pre-empt city rules, the governor 

and other CLO members signed a resolution agreeing to 

work with the city on zoning and ordinances over the 

next 2 years while the CLO surveys and plats the lots.  

After this, it is likely the CLO will begin leasing as 

many of the additional 24 platted lots as possible at an 

annual rate of $1,200. Due to state statutes, the CLO can 

offer only a 3-year, non-renewable lease without holding 

a public bid. 

When the cityôs lease with the CLO expires December 

31, 2009, the 28 lessees in the North and South School 

Tracts will begin leasing directly from the CLO.  

  January 2010 
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Lake Report 

 

Lake #1 tower at 1072.27 on December 22, 2009. 

 

Most recent instantaneous value: 1072.27  12-22-2009  15:00 
 

 

Leasehold Statistics  
(Just some interesting facts)  

Back in the spring of 2007 when the City Commission 

was asked to consider building restrictions on lake lots, 

the cityôs engineering and planning departments did 

some research and came up with the following statistics.  

At that time, the city said there were: 

¶ 182 leased lots (city and state). 

¶ 70 un-leased ñpublic useò lots (city and state). 

¶ 155 leased lots that were developed. 

¶ 27 leased lots that were undeveloped (no 

structures). 

According to the City Planner at the time, approximately 

25 more lots could be platted (mostly in the Hart Tract). 

Also, according to the city engineer, there are no legal 

descriptions for any of these lots, the plats on file are not 

drawn to scale, and it would be very difficult to 

determine where the boundaries are. There are even a 

few leased lots with no plat on file. Recent information 

provided by the Planning Department shows: 

¶ 28 leased and 24 un-leased state-owned lots have 

been turned back to the state. 

¶ There are approximately 31 un-leased city lots that 

are referred to as ñpublic useò lots. 

¶ Four previously leased lots were canceled or turned 

back to the city (since 2005) and have not been re-

leased: 15409 Nickens, 16316 Archery Range, 

15804 Bodkin, and 15808 Bodkin. 

¶ 90 city lots are leased by Shawnee residents. 

¶ 14 lots changed hands during 2009. 

 

 

Lake Road Pet Boarding 

             

395-9775 

1929 W. Benedict Street 

 


