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New Kid  in Town  

 
 

A new organization called the Shawnee Lake Lease-

holders Alliance (hereafter called the ñAllianceò) was 

formed in January and is comprised of leaseholders on 

city-owned owned lots. The Alliance believes 

leaseholders making decisions and working with city 

staff and officials on issues affecting only city lessees 

should be stakeholders themselves.  

Another goal of the Alliance is to reserve as much of 

your membership dues as possible for leasehold issues. 

Of each $50 collected, $35 will be deposited into a legal 

fund and the remaining $15 will cover administrative 

costs, the annual membership meeting (which will 

include dinner), and printing/postage to keep you 

informed. As determined necessary by the Board, 

operating funds may also be spent on advertising to gain 

public support on lake-related issues.  

Although the Alliance may participate in political 

activity (when approved by a majority of members) no 

organizational funds will be used for this purpose.  

If you lease a city-owned lot and would like to support 

the Alliance or receive more information, contact 

President Bill Holloway (pictured above) at: 

Phone: 751-4303 

E-Mail: www.hollowgolf1@yahoo.com. 

Lake Committee Meeting  
Following are notes from the new Shawnee Lake 
Advisory Committeeôs March 8th meeting: 

City Planner Justin Erickson said the CLO has completed staking the 
approximate lot boundaries and surveying will begin within the next 2 
weeks and take 60-90 days to complete. Justin said the CLO has 
pledged to work with the city on re-platting their lots and that it 
appears they may not be able to lease as many as first expected. 

The committeeôs meeting date was changed to the 4th Monday of 
each month. The next meeting will be April 26th at 6:30 pm. 

Most proposed changes pertain to recreational permits, fees, and 
regulations. Others include ordinances involving sewage disposal, 
septic system inspections, removal of improvements, property use, 
docks, and lease cancellation. Most (not all) are minor changes to 
accommodate city versus state ownership. 

The committee briefly discussed a longer lease term for city lessees 
but no specifics were mentioned. Also, changes to the ordinance 
involving the 25-foot buffer strip around the lake and trash burning 
were discussed but no recommendations were made at this time.  

Justin said his staff should have most of the changes ready for 
committee review by April 26th. His office will ensure members have 
an opportunity to review and comment on them prior to the meeting.  

Several options were discussed as ways to generate revenue: 

¶ Increase lease rates for city lessees. 

¶ Implement annual dock fee for all leaseholders with docks.  

¶ Increase recreational fees and fines. 

¶ Enforce existing rules.  

¶ Charge an entrance fee to the boat ramps. 

¶ Sell daily boating, fishing, hunting and (camping?) permits from 
a vending-type machine.  

¶ Build a mini-storage facility for boats.  

¶ Share a ranger with the Wes Watkins Reservoir.  

The feasibility of a full-time lake ranger was discussed. City Manager 
Bryan McDougal said he has been looking into the possibility of 
providing housing at the lake as partial compensation for a lake 
ranger. Homebuilder Link Cowen said the Home Builderôs 
Association might help with that so cost to the city would be minimal. 

Sims asked McDougal if fee increases (lease rates, permits, 
recreation, etc.) could bring in $100,000 more per year, did he think 
any of that might be spent on lake improvements? Although 
McDougal seemed receptive, he could not commit. Sims said he 
would like to see RV hook-ups.  

Zoning Classification ï Justin said he could also have a draft zoning 
classification ready for committee members to review prior to the 
next meeting. He anticipates this to be a small document (around 3 
pages) similar to what other lakes have created and would include 
things like cabin site density parameters and water quality concerns. 

http://www.hollowgolf1@yahoo.com/
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Beware the  Judas Goat  

 

Stockyards use a ñJudasò goat to lead sheep to slaughter. 

The goat, mingling with the sheep, is trained to lead 

them out of the pen and down the chute to the 

slaughterhouse. At the last second, the Judas goat is 

allowed to escape by a side gate while the sheep go to 

their appointed end. Clearly, there are not only Judas 

goats among animals, but among men as well. 

Why do sheep blindly trust the Judas goat? Because 

sheep do not engage their minds. They follow a herd 

mentality, which means they go where everybody else 

goes without question.  

There is nothing wrong with following a good leader. 

But itôs important to know the difference between a 

good leader and one who will lead you down the wrong 

path é in other words, the Judas Goat.   

The lesson here is to not become a victim by following 

anyone blindly. Always ask questions and do your 

homework before embracing someone elseôs ideas and 

know the consequences before making a commitment.  

Issues affecting you as a leaseholder are currently being 

considered by the Shawnee Lake Advisory Committee 

and at least one city official has discussed the city 

generating more revenue by possibly selling some of the 

lake lots (which would have to be auctioned) or selling 

leasehold rights to a private entity. This is a bad idea for 

lots of reasons. 

During the coming months, it will be especially 

important for you to learn as much as possible about 

what is being proposed and how it could affect you.  

Donôt get caught at the last minute following a Judas 

Goat ï stay informed along the way. And donôt be afraid 

to voice your opinion or concerns to your elected 

officials. They need to hear from you. 

 

Elections are Coming é 
 

The 3-day filing period for Shawnee municipal elections 

begins Monday June 7 and the primary is scheduled for 

Tuesday, July 27. City Commission seats to be filled are: 

        Ward 1 ï Currently held by Pamela Stephens 

        Ward 5 ï Currently held by John Winterringer 

        Ward 6 ï Currently held by Carl Holt 

According to an article in the Shawnee News-Star, no 

candidates had officially announced plans to run (or re-

run) as of February 24, but activity will probably pick up 

in May prior to the filing period. 

Since the Commission establishes policy for the city of 

Shawnee (including rules and regulations pertaining to 

the lake and leaseholds) it is very important that you be 

informed on where the candidates stand on these issues.  

To help keep you informed, I plan to dedicate a portion 

of the July issue to the candidatesô views and lake and 

leasehold issues. Information will also be posted online 

at shawneetwinlakes.net as it becomes available.  
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The Many F aces of Shawnee Lake  
 

       

      
 

 

Although you may not have spotted all of them yet, the 

animal species pictured above (and many more) reside at 

Shawnee Lake. Some, like the Pelican, stop over 

temporarily during migration.  

When Shawnee Lake #1 was built in 1935-36, the city 

designated a strip of land around it as a game refuge and 

the ordinance remains in effect today: 

 ñSec. 16-151. Game refuge established. 

A game refuge is established on and around Shawnee Twin 

Lakes Nos. 1 and 2, and the hunting and shooting of animals, 

fowl or birds or the discharge or shooting of any firearm, long 

bow, bow, arrow, crossbow, pistol, rifle or shotgun upon the 

lakes or upon such land surrounding the lakes which is owned 

by the city is prohibited, except as provided in this article.ò 

This strip and other undeveloped land provides habitat 

for wildlife, allowing many species to flourish. 

In 1939, the city granted a 10-year lease for 360 acres (in 

the North/South School Tracts) to the State Game and 

Fish Commission for a Game Management Project. 

That project involved establishing 

a quail habitat and stocking the 

area with quail. Years later, the 

State Wildlife Department also 

worked with former lake ranger 

Glen Collins to replenish the 

habitat. So today, when you hear 

a ñBob Whiteò or happen across a 

covey of quail, itôs probably the 

result of these efforts. 

Although fishing was not allowed on the lake until 1940, 

state and federal hatcheries began stocking the lake soon 

after it started to fill. This and other wildlife projects 

were overseen by Shawneeôs new Game and Fish 

Commission, led by theater manager and ñardent 

sportsmanò Adam Hornbeck. 

In 1968, Shawnee hired lake ranger Glen Collins who 

also did his part to preserve wildlife by working with 

state agencies to restore and protect habitat. Shown 

below is a 1969 newspaper photo of Glen (left) with 

Shawnee Bass Club members Don Roe and Gene Cossey 

during a childrenôs fishing tournament at the lake. 

Glen was also known for the many deer he brought to 

the lake. It was not unusual to see him nurturing one of 

the little ñorphansò with a bottle. 

 

Continued next page é 




