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Introducing ...
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

Your New Community Newsletter

Most of us who occupy lakefront lots on the
Shawnee Twin Lakes realize what a privilege it is to
be able to enjoy such beautiful and tranquil
surroundings -- but as with everything else, this
privilege comes with a price.

The “price” in this case is accepting responsibility
for protecting the lake and watershed. This means
not only abiding by city ordinances but also taking
additional steps if necessary to ensure that we do

not adversely affect the lake and surrounding area.

One of the purposes of this newsletter is to help you
achieve that goal by acquainting you with city
ordinances and notifying you of any proposed
regulations affecting the lake or your leasehold.
Some of this information will also be posted on the
web site at www.shawneetwinlakes.net.

This newsletter will also contain educational
articles, information about the lake and
environment, and community-related feature
articles. If you have information you would like to
share, send it to me at agee.linda@yahoo.com.

Because we all have a lot in common as
leaseholders on the Twin Lakes and because |
believe it is important for us to be informed, I plan
to distribute this newsletter free of charge.
However, because there are costs associated with
printing and mailing, I ask those of you who can to
donate $10 per year. This can be mailed to me at:
16001 Hart Road, Shawnee, OK 74801. If you
cannot donate, you will still receive the newsletter.

This first issue is being paid for by the following local
businesses through advertising: S&D Boats, Van’s Pig
Stand, Lake Road Pet Boarding, Around the World
Travel, Frankie’s Wrecker Service, and Curtis Roberts
Backhoe. When requiring these services or products, |
encourage you to patronize these businesses.

Linda Agee, Publisher

Infrastructure
Improvements

At their September 8 City Commission Meeting, the city
approved an increase in water rates to fund several major
infrastructure improvements to the city’s water/sewer
system. The increase which will become effective
November 1 will be phased in over a 5-year period.

Many of you may remember that in 2005, the lake began
losing water and it was months before two major line
leaks were discovered. The main (27-inch) line from
Lake #1 was repaired and a break in the 20-inch line that
branches off of it was turned off. The 27-inch line which
was built in the 1930s crosses over to a newer 30-inch
line (built in the 1960s) on Lake #2 that runs directly to
the treatment plant. There is currently no reliable back-
up, so if a break occurred, the city could be without
water within 24 hours.

One of the improvements to be funded by the rate
increase is a new 30-inch line from Lake #1 to the
treatment plant at a cost of approximately $13.5 million.
When this new line is completed, the distribution system
will then have a back-up in case one of the lines fails.

In 20086, the city replaced the intake valves on the Lake
#1 tower but did not have enough money at that time to
make the same repairs to the Lake #2 tower. These
repairs (expected to cost around $450,000) will be
funded through the rate increase.

Shawnee Lake at Sunrise

Visit: ShawneeTwinLakes.Net
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North and South School Tracts

On February 11, 1935 the Commissioners of the
Land Office (CLO) granted the City of Shawnee a
360-acre easement for a “Reservoir for Water
Works Purposes” for the sum of $3,060. The
agreement stipulated if the land ceased to be used
for that purpose, the city’s interest would revert
back to the State of Oklahoma.

Because the CLO had leases pending on this land,
the city had to settle with the leaseholders before
using it for the reservoir. They could not reach
agreement; however, so the city filed condemnation
proceedings on March 28, 1935 against the three
lessees -- S.J. Krous, J.P. Ashford, and D.A.
Coffman. The jury awarded the lessees monetary
compensation for their leasehold rights and
improvements and the leases were then canceled.
The city’s justification for condemning the
properties (as stated in the petition) was “for the
basin of said reservoir or lands adjacent thereto for
protecting the same”.

The city began leasing cabin sites (in what are now
the North and South School Tracts) almost
immediately after the lake was built in 1935-36, but
the state did not notify the city until around 2000
that the surface rights belonged to the state since the
land was not being used for water works purposes.

In 2000, the city signed an agreement to lease the
entire 360 acres from the CLO and sub-let the 28
lots to individuals who had been leasing them from
the city. It was agreed all revenue collected would
be passed through to the CLO.

The Cabin Site Lease Agreement for all lessees
originally specified a term of 5 years. But because
the city’s lease with the CLO expired every 3 years,
the city voted on July 2, 2007 to change the sub-
lessee’s lease term to 3 years with an expiration
date of December 31, 2009 (which is when the
city’s lease with the CLO expires).

According to the city’s lease with the CLO, they
must notify the CLO within 90 days of expiration of
their intent to renew. On September 8, 2009 the
City Commission voted to continue its lease with
the CLO for another 3 years.

Although 19 of the 28 sub-lessees in these tracts
signed a petition stating their preference was to
lease directly from the CLO, the Mayor and five
commissioners felt it was their duty to protect the
water by retaining control over the watershed and
voted to renew the lease. Commissioners voting
against it were Frank Sims and Carl Holt.

Preceding the vote, there was disagreement as to
how much land the city was leasing (28 lots versus
360 acres) and whether or not the CLO could
change the terms of the lease. The Commission
decided if anything needed to be changed after
negotiations with the CLO, it would be brought
back to the Commission for a vote. Updates will be
posted online at: www.ShawneeTwinLakes.Net.

Dging T rees

RO O A 0 1 gt U SR s e
Pictured at left are dying Cedar trees beneath telephone lines
near Highway 102 and Belcher.

By now, most of you have probably figured out why
there are so many dead trees lining roadways throughout
the lake area.

This past spring, Canadian Valley Electric Coop
(CVEC) hired Northeast Rural Services to spray trees
growing beneath the electrical lines to prevent them
from growing into the wires and causing power outages
during inclement weather.

A spokesman with CVEC said they used a “contact”
chemical, meaning it does not leach through the soil. He
said any spraying they did near the lake would have been
done with an aquatic mixture safe for use around water.

Some residents have expressed concern about fire danger
since the trees are so close to the road, but CVEC said
they have no plans to remove them.


http://www.shawneetwinlakes.net/

Shawnee Twin Lakes
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

October 2009
Page 3

Zebra Mussels
in Oklahoma

The zebra mussel is a small fresh water mollusk
considered invasive because of its ability to adapt to
different aquatic habitats and breed prolifically (each
female produces 1 million eggs per year). They attach
themselves to almost anything and are notorious for
clogging water intake systems.

The Zebra mussel originated in the Balkans, Poland, and
former Soviet Union and began to spread to other bodies
of water throughout Europe after construction of canals.

The first account of an established population in the
United States came in 1988 from Lake St. Clair and by
1990 had spread to all of the Great Lakes. As of 1994,
several states (including Oklahoma) had reported zebra
mussels in water adjacent to or within their borders.

Zebra mussels affect the natural ecosystem. They are
filter-feeders and consume live animals and algae that
supply food for larval fish and other invertebrates. In
response to this changing food supply, populations of
some animals have begun to decline.

Their filter-feeding does improve water clarity which
increases the growth of aquatic plants beneficial to some
fish such as northern pike and yellow perch, but this is
offset by their uncontrollable growth and negative
impact on the ecosystem, recreation, water supply (taste
and odor problems), and water-intake pipes.

In Oklahoma, zebra mussels have been reported as
established in several areas, including the Arkansas
River, Kaw Lake, Grand Lake O’ the Cherokees, Sooner
Lake, and Skiatook.

Zebra mussel larvae are microscopic in size and cannot
be seen with the naked eye. But there are steps you can
follow to ensure you do not unknowingly transport them
from one body of water to another:

Drain live wells.
Clean vegetation off boat and trailer.
Remove any visible mussels from boat hull.

Do not dump bait into lakes or rivers (Note:
There is a city ordinance against this).

Mo

Variety of shell colors found in North America.

Tecumseh \Xater News

At their July 6 City Council meeting, Tecumseh
proposed assigning its water rights in the Wes Watkins
Reservoir (15% of municipal pool) to Shawnee for a set
number of years at a cost of $12,406.20 per month
(Shawnee currently owns the other 85%).

During this meeting, Tecumseh also discussed a
proposal to purchase treated water from Shawnee at a
rate “equal to the lowest rate charged by Shawnee to any
other customer.” No word yet on any action taken by
Shawnee on this. The Countywide & Sun newspaper
reported the Citizen Potwatomi Nation has also
expressed interest in acquiring some of the water rights.

On another note, Shawnee Utilities Director Jim Bierd
said the city has been drawing water from the Wes
Watkins Reservoir since July 13 and is meeting OWRB
water quality standards. This has helped the Twin Lakes
maintain a stable water level throughout the summer. He
said in the future, when Wes Watkins reaches spillway
level, they will take water from that reservoir to give the
Twin Lakes time to recover.
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Open Meeting/Records

During August, the Oklahoma Press Association held an
informational session on the Open Meeting and Open
Records Acts at Tecumseh’s City Hall.

Attorney General Drew Edmondson was on hand to
answer questions, and copies of the Acts were provided
to attendees free of charge.

The Open Meeting Act states all meetings of public
bodies shall be held at specified times and places which
are convenient to the public and shall be open to the
public and shall be preceded by advance public notice
specifying the time and place of each meeting.

The Open Records Act states the people are vested with
the inherent right to know and be fully informed about
their government. The purpose of the Act is to ensure the
public’s right of access to and review of government
records so they may efficiently and intelligently exercise
their inherent political power.

More information on these Acts is available on the
Oklahoma Attorney General’s web site at:

WWW.0ag.state.ok.us.

FRANKIE’'S WRECKER SERVICE
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34202 Clearpond Road

273-9599

Lake Road Pet Boarding
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Refer to the schedule below for the date of your annual
bulk waste pick-up. Note: All bulk waste pick-up will be
on a Wednesday:

Clean-Up

If Your Polycart Your Bulk Waste

Pick-Up Day is: Pick-Up will be on:
Monday October 7
Tuesday October 14
Thursday October 21
Friday October 28

RESTRICTIONS:

o Refrigerators, freezers, and air conditioners are
accepted, provided a qualified technician has properly
drained the Freon and the certification issued is
placed on the unit.

e Brush is to be cut into 3-foot lengths, tied and
bundled, no more than 35 Ibs. per bundle.

¢ No concrete or rocks.

e Smaller items should be placed in containers, not in
polycarts.

¢ No construction or demolition materials.

¢ No hazardous waste.

¢ No batteries, paints, tires, oils, or liquid substances.
¢ No dead animal carcasses.

o All bulky waste must be placed at the curb or
roadside.

If you have questions, call Allied Waste at 275-9062.
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Lake Report Bish in the Loke

Danny Bowen with the Holdenville Fish Hatchery said
the State Wildlife Department stocked the Shawnee
Twin Lakes with the following fish during 2008 and
plans to stock Lake #1 with Channel Cat this fall:

Lake #1 15,660 2-inch Saugeye

Lake #2 12,285 2-inch Saugeye
11,071 7-inch Channel Cat

Hunting Regulations

Sec. 16-151. Game refuge established.
9 G na/1; 19 (a) A game refuge is established on and around
: = g Shawnee Twin Lakes Nos. 1 and 2, and the hunting

. SIS S S SN and shooting of animals, fowl or birds or the
Lake #1 tower at 1071.26 on September 17, 2009. discharge or shooting of any firearm, long bow,

bow, arrow, crossbow, pistol, rifle or shotgun upon

L
< Y

= ISGS the lakes or upon such land surrounding the lakes
which is owned by the city is prohibited, except as
USGS 07241600 Shawnee Lake No 1 at Shawnee, OK provided in this article.
_ (b) The hunting and shooting of migratory water
fowl, including ducks and geese, shall be permitted
167130 upon Shawnee Twin Lakes Nos. 1 and 2 and upon
. e rana 4 la i the city property surrounding the lakes by those
Fromees I R persons first obtaining a city permit. However,
£ 187128 r’I nothing contained in this subsection shall prohibit
3 Il the city from designating areas as archery, pistol
g . / and rifle ranges and authorizing the use of fire arms
P T AR and archery equipment thereon.
A (c) The use of any motor-driven vehicle in the game
refuge at Shawnee Twin Lakes Nos. 1 and 2 is
187180 prohibited without receiving the permission of the
Sep 10 Sep 1L Sep 12 Sep 13 Sep 14 Sep 15 Sep 16 Sep 17 lake ranger prior to the use of the vehicle. Violation
T Provisional Bata Subject to Revision of this section is punishable by a fine of $100.00.

Most recent instantaneous value: 1071.26 9-17-2009 09:00 Ordinances are posted at: www.shawneeok.org

AROUND the WORLD TRAVEL
SHAWNEE TRAVEL SHOP

S & D Boats, Plus Inc.

Bass Cat Dealer .
BUY - SELL - TRADE - CONSIGNMENT 102 E. MAIN

) — COZUMEL DIVE VACATIONS
FULL LINE SERVICE CENTER SHAWNEE, OKLA 74801 S 5
Certified Technician on: Mercury, Yamaha, Evinrude & Johnson ATWTRVLE AOL COM COSTA RICA and PANAMA

1-800-205-8728 A“D\'E.\"('l'RE VACATIONS
SCOTT or DWAIN DENNIS 001 o4 Circle ¥,

405-878-1402  shownee, OK 74804 105-275-9222

WWW.ATWTRVLCOM
www.boatsplusok.com

KEITH HARMON
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SH AWNEE HISTORY quickly. A post office existed across the river in

-- Part 1 of a 2-Part Series --

As an amateur history buff, | recently visited the
Pottawatomie County Historical Society’s Santa Fe
Depot museum at 614 E. Main in downtown
Shawnee (pictured at right) and discovered some
interesting facts about Shawnee’s origins I thought
you might enjoy:

The Beginning

The federal government’s Indian Removal Act of 1830
drew up treaties with the Five Civilized Tribes, giving
them land in Indian Territory in exchange for their
removal from the southeastern U.S. The Creek and
Seminole tribes received lands that are now part of
Pottawatomie County.

\
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Map showing Indian Territory in Oklahoma which includes
Pottawatomie County.

Because of their allegiance to the Confederacy during
the Civil War, the Five Civilized Tribes were required to
relinquish their Western lands to incoming tribes that
were being relocated — the Kickapoo, Sac & Fox,
Potawatomi, and Absentee Shawnee .

In 1891 the Sac & Fox, Pottawatomie, Shawnee and
lowa tribes accepted a 160-acre per person allotment and
gave up the rest of their surplus lands to white
settlement. And on September 22 of that year,
Pottawatomie County was opened by the second Land
Run in Oklahoma Territory.

In 1892, the name “Shawnee” was chosen for the
Settlement because of the need to establish a post office

“Shawnee Town” and the government advised it could
be moved to the new settlement if the name “Shawnee”
was used.

Railroads

Shawnee’s growth was originally fueled by the railroad
industry. The Choctaw Railroad (which later became the
Rock Island) completed tracks between Oklahoma City
and Shawnee on July 4, 1895 and by 1907, there were 42
passenger trains and 65 freight trains arriving in
Shawnee each day. This fueled population growth from
2,500 residents in 1895 to 20,000 by 1908. Repair shops
for the railroad were relocated to Shawnee from
McAlester during this time, creating a strong
employment base but the shops (and jobs) moved to El
Reno in 1937.

Due in part to the railway system, Shawnee became an
agricultural center and was reported to have the largest
cotton-seed oil mill in the Southwest. During 1901-1902,
375 railroad cars of cotton products were shipped out of
Shawnee along with 150,000 bales of cotton.

In 1903 the Santa Fe Railroad built a striking railroad
station that was described as “a gateway into the city”
(pictured below). This building, located on East Main
Street in downtown Shawnee, currently serves as the
Pottawatomie County Historical Society’s Santa Fe
Depot Museum.

Rivalry

The towns of Shawnee and Tecumseh were founded in
1892 within hours of each other and rivalry was
immediate. U.S. Surveyors designated Tecumseh the
county seat because it was nearest the geographic center
of the county.
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The Choctaw Railroad which had platted a line 3 miles
north of Tecumseh in 1890 offered to change the route to
run through Tecumseh (the county seat) in exchange for
every other lot in town. Tecumseh refused, thinking
since it was the county seat the rail line would run
through it anyway.

However, Shawnee promoters accepted the railroad’s
proposal and the new line was redrawn to run through
Shawnee instead. Tecumseh protested to the Secretary of
the Interior and the case was undecided for 2 years but in
the spring of 1895, the injunction was dissolved and the
rail line from Oklahoma City to Shawnee was completed
on July 4, 1895. Shawnee published notice offering free
choice lots to Tecumseh citizens who agreed to move to
Shawnee. A bank and several businesses moved but
most remained in Tecumseh. The Choctaw Railroad later
moved its repair shops from McAlester to Shawnee
creating an employment boom for the city.

Over the years as Shawnee prospered, several attempts
were made to move the county seat from Tecumseh to
Shawnee. Finally on December 19, 1930, voters
approved (by an 11-vote margin) Shawnee to be the new
county seat.

Good Times

Because of the close proximity of many towns that
sprung up during this time, trolley lines were often built
to provide convenient transportation between them. And
other companies capitalized on this by building
businesses such as amusement parks along the lines to
cater to the travelers.

In 1905, the Shawnee-Tecumseh Traction Company laid
a 6-mile trolley line (called the Interurban) between
Tecumseh and Shawnee. Two years later, a 32-acre
parcel of land halfway between Shawnee and Tecumseh
was named Benson Park and a portion of the property
along Squirrel Creek was damned to create a small lake.

The park boasted a two-story boat house offering boat
rentals from the first floor. The second floor was a
skating rink by day and dance pavilion (with a
suspended bandstand) at night and had a veranda
overlooking the lake. Other entertainment included
swimming, a ball park, petting zoo, shooting gallery,
miniature railroad, lawn bowling, playground
equipment, water ride, roller coaster, and
confectionaries.

However, around 1920 railroads and trolley lines began
to decline with the popularity of the automobile. General
Motors and Goodyear Rubber began buying trolley

systems and dismantling them to stimulate demand for
cars and in 1927, the Shawnee-Tecumseh Traction
Company ceased operations, signaling the beginning of
the end for Benson Park. Today it is just a field with a
section line bearing its name.

Entertainment

Turn of the century entertainment included saloons,
horse races, vaudeville shows, and sports. By 1901 there
were 21 saloons in Shawnee along Main Street. And
there were two race tracks — one at the foot of Beard
overlooking the North Canadian River. On race day,
downtown stores closed at noon so everyone could
attend the races. Betting was allowed at the local
saloons. By 1917, there were 16 Vaudeville shows and
movie houses. Traveling circuses and variety shows
brought entertainment to the county.

Sports were also popular during this time. Jim Thorpe
who excelled in football and baseball and was inducted
into the U.S. Olympic Hall of Fame in 1983 was one of
Pottawatomie County’s most illustrious sons.

In 1907 just before the state constitution was submitted
to a vote of the people, an “11"-hour” amendment was
added prohibiting the sale of alcohol. After approval,
saloon towns began to fade and the saloons along Main
Street in Shawnee were replaced with lunch counters,
second-hand stores, theatres, and other businesses.

Statewide Competition

In hopes of someday becoming the state capitol,
Shawnee built a grand house at 618 N. Park prior to
statehood. In 1913, an election was held and Oklahoma
City became the state capitol, with Guthrie coming in
second and Shawnee a distant third. The house at 618 N.
Park still stands today.
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Oil Boom

Oil Boom — Shawnee’s next growth spurt occurred
during Oklahoma’s oil boom in the 1920s. At its peak,
Pottawatomie County was producing more than 120,000
barrels per day.

Other Points of Interest

In 1925 the Oklahoma Daughters of the American
Revolution sponsored a statewide contest for a new
design of the state flag. The contest was won by artist
and Shawnee native Louise (Funk) Fluke. Her design is
the one that adorns the state flag today.

1908 — Woodland Park was established.

1910 — Oklahoma Baptist University located in
Shawnee.

1920 — Shawnee Municipal Airport was built.

1929 — Aldridge Hotel was built by Earlsboro oil
executive Hilton Phillips

Part 2 will cover Shawnee during the Great Depression
and construction of Shawnee Lake.

G{STRUCTURES

Shawnee, Oklahoma
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K&B Portable Buildings
Gazebos — Play Houses — Offices — Sheds

273-3434



