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Lease Lot News 
Shawneeôs 3-year lease with the Commissioners of the 

Land Office (CLO) for land in the North and South 

School Tracts expires December 31. And although the 

City Commission voted 5-2 in September to renew their 

lease, negotiations are continuing on the lease terms.  

The lease proposed by the CLO (and included in the City 

Commissionôs November 2 agenda packet) states the 

CLO will survey and plat the lake lots and that the city 

must agree to the final plat and ñuse its best efforts to 

lease the additional 24 undeveloped lotsò at an annual 

rate of $1,200. It also states the intended use is for 

commercial as well as residential sites.  

Commissioners again voted 5-2 during their November 2 

meeting to defer action and continue negotiating with the 

CLO for better terms. They have until their second 

meeting in December to accept or reject the lease. 

Regardless of who the landlord turns out to be for 

lessees on school land, the Real Estate Management 

Director for the CLO has said they plan to increase the 

annual lot rental for current residents to $1,200, possibly 

phasing it in over a 3-year period. Rationale for the 

increase was based on a CLO report using RV and 

mobile home parks as comparable properties. 

Nothing has been decided yet about an increase in rates 

for city-owned lots, but Shawnee Planning Director 

Justin Erickson did say his office would be looking into 

this, along with possible ordinance changes after the first 

of the year. In the past, the City Commission has 

discussed creating a new zoning classification for land 

around the lake, so this could also be considered. 

A few months ago, I suggested to Mr. Erickson that a 

lake committee be formed involving leaseholders as well 

as elected officials and city staff to address changes 

involving the lake and leaseholds but no action has been 

taken on this yet. I found it interesting that a recent 

article in the News-Star quoted former Oklahoma City 

Mayor Kirk Humphreys as saying ñPeople will support 

what they help createò. I believe this holds true where 

lake and leasehold issues are concerned. 

Pottawatomie County  

 Sheriff  

Although security 

patrolling around the 

lake is normally done 

by the Shawnee Police 

Department, the 

Pottawatomie County 

Sheriffôs Department 

also makes rounds 

occasionally.  
               Sheriff Mike Booth 

The Sheriffôs Office which is located at 325 North 

Broadway in downtown Shawnee is staffed with 12 full-

time deputies and a reserve force of around 30 

volunteers who attend training conducted jointly with 

the Citizen Potawatomi Nation.  

Reserve officers are law enforcement volunteers (who 

wear a badge and carry a gun) and donate a minimum 

number of hours monthly to maintain their reserve 

status. The reasons for serving vary but volunteers 

include retired police officers who want to give back to 

the community and others who may be considering a 

career in law enforcement. 

About 6 months ago, the Sheriffôs Department formed 

an auxiliary that consists of volunteers who donate time 

as needed for non-law enforcement activities such as 

fundraising, special events, and administrative support. 

Anyone interested can call George Afentul at 273-2526. 

Although the Sheriffôs Department handles crimes of all 

kind, they recently focused on one that is often 

bothersome to rural residents ï trailer theft. Their efforts 

resulted in several arrests which substantially reduced 

the number of stolen trailers being reported. 

Emergency calls to 911 will dispatch a deputy through 

the countyôs Enhanced 911 center located in Tecumseh. 

Non-emergency calls should be made to 273-1727. 

You can learn more about the Sheriffôs Office by 

visiting their web site at:  www.pottcoso.com. 

  January 2010 

http://www.pottcoso/
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Theft Prevention  

Statistics show that burglaries tend to increase around 

the holidays and since many of us reside in a rural area it 

is especially important to be cautious during this time. 

Following are some tips that might help prevent you 

from becoming a target: 

¶ Invest in outdoor lighting ï utilize timers and motion 

sensors where it makes sense. 

¶ Prevent easy access to your property by installing a fence 

and secured gate. 

¶ Install dead-bolt locks on all exterior doors. 

¶ If you have sliding glass doors, place a metal or solid 

wood rock in the track. 

¶ Be sure to keep windows locked at night and when youôre 

not at home. 

¶ When going on vacation, request that your newspaper and 

mail be held until you return. 

¶ Ask your neighbor to keep an eye on your property while 

youôre gone. 

¶ Place timers on lights inside the house, televisions and 

radios to give the illusion someone is home. 

¶ Invest in alarm and video monitoring systems. 

 

  DAM INSPECTION REPORT   

According to Shawnee Utility Director Jim Bierd, the 

dams on Lake #1 and Lake #2 are inspected annually by 

a contracted engineering firm. The latest inspection was 

performed by Terracon Consulting on October 10, 2008 

so another inspection is due soon.  

Terraconôs report showed no deficiencies on the Lake #2 

dam, but noted the following on Lake #1 (Bierd said 

Item No. 1 has been corrected): 

Deficiency Recommendation 

1. Boils in concrete  
    spillway. 

Not a major detriment due 
to base of weathered 
sandstone. Recommend 
sealing cracks in back wall 
when lake goes down. 

2. Cracks in vertical walls 
    of stilling basin. 

Walls appear stable but 
should be monitored 
monthly and any changes 
reported. 

3. Vertical cracks at ends 
    of spillway bridge  
    beams. 

Cracks will not affect 
performance of spillway, 
but beams should be 
evaluated by a structural 
engineer to assess effect 
on integrity of bridge. 

Portable Generators  

Things You Should Know  

 
¶ Do not connect generator directly into homeôs 

wiring! The generator could back-feed electricity 

into power lines being worked on by utility crews 

and shock or kill someone. Itôs best to hire a licensed 

electrical contractor to install a switch that ensures 

your generator will not back-feed into a power line. 

¶ Become familiar with your generatorôs power 
capability and do not overload. Drawing more power 

than what the generator was designed to produce can 

damage your electronics and appliances. 

¶ Store the generator outside in a dry, well-ventilated 

area (not in the home or garage) to prevent carbon 

monoxide poisoning. 

¶ Use outdoor-rated, heavy-duty power cables. If you 

overload the cable, it can catch on fire. 

¶ Turn the generator off and let it cool down before 

refueling. Spilling gasoline on hot parts can cause it 

to ignite. 
 

Restroom Facilities 
According to Shawneeôs Director of Operations James 

Bryce the new restroom facilities in the Isaac Walton 

Park were funded entirely by the City of Shawnee. 

He said they had difficulty getting the ground to perc, so 

had to locate the facilities a little farther away from the 

water source than they had originally planned. 

The Parks Department will be assessing the possibility 

of replacing privies in the Glen Collins Memorial Park 

during the next fiscal year but there is a lot of bedrock in 

that area, so theyôll have to wait and see if the ground 

will perc. If they are able to proceed, they may apply for 

grants to help with the cost. 

The city is not required to replace these privies, but 

thought it set a good example, since leaseholders are 

required to either demolish or fill in privies when 

renewing or transferring their leaseholds. 



 Shawnee Twin Lakes  November 2009 

 Neighborhood News   Page 3 

 

Trash Pick - Up  Service  

City Commissioners decided at their October 5th 

meeting to re-bid the contract next year for the 

cityôs trash pick-up services.  

The decision was not based on the current 

providerôs performance but rather on the current 

contract terms. Commissioner Pam Stephens 

pointed out the terms agreed to under the original 

contract do not seem to be meeting the needs of the 

public and need to be re-addressed. The current 

provider Allied Waste will be invited, along with 

others to bid on a new contract. One stipulation was 

that no rate increase be considered. 

One thing that may be included in the new contract 

is bulk waste pick-up more than once per year.  

*  *  *  

Lake Road 
Your County Tax Dollars at Work!  

 

Residents on the west side of the lake will appreciate this 

ñchip and sealò project on Lake Road between Walker 

and the Pottawatomie County line completed in October. 

 

 

Burned Building 
 

 
 

Pictured above are the remnants of a house that burned 

on August 18 at the intersection of Patterson and Lake 

Roads (across from the lake). According to Fire Marshal 

David Anderson, the Shawnee Fire Department 

responded, but cause of the blaze was undetermined. 

Since the property is in the Shawnee city limits, the 

Planning Department will contact the owner about 

getting the lot cleared. If this is not done in a timely 

manner, the lot will be declared a public nuisance and 

the city will have it cleaned up, in which case a lien 

could be placed on the property to cover expenses.    
 

 

Lake Facts 
 

 Flood Pool Elevation:  1073.5 

 Normal Pool Elevation:  1067.00 

 Minimum Pool Elevation: 1043.50 

           (Note: Numbers represent feet above sea level.)   
 

According to a Storage Capacity Survey conducted  

by the Shawnee Engineering Department in 2004,  

the Twin Lakes have a combined capacity of 

9,960,430,250 gallons of water at spillway level. 
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Lake Report ï Looking Good! 

 

Lake #1 tower at 1072.66 on October 30, 2009. 

 

 Most recent instantaneous value: 1072.66  10-30-2009  20:00 

 

Code Inspection  
When transferring or renewing a leasehold, the lessee is 

required to furnish the city a scaled drawing showing all 

improvements on the lot and the location of the water 

well and septic system. Detailed rules for the drawing 

are available at the Planning Department (878-1616). 

After the original drawing is on file, if the lessee needs a 

new building permit the drawing will be updated as part 

of the permit process. The same is true for a well or 

septic system, except the leaseholder will also need to 

furnish a copy of the paperwork from the Department of 

Environmental Quality (DEQ). Cost for these permits is 

$100 for a water well and $25 for a septic system.  

When doing the inspection, the Code Inspector will 

compare the improvements on the property to the 

drawing to ensure they match up and inspect the area of 

the septic system for any obvious signs of malfunction. 

If there is a privy, the code inspector will ensure it is 

filled in and not in use and point out to the homeowner 

any exterior wiring that might pose a safety hazard. 

Water Quality  
The Oklahoma Water Resources Board (OWRB) has a 

Beneficial Use Monitoring Program (BUMP) that 

involves periodically taking water samples from lakes 

throughout the state and testing water quality. Tests are 

performed to determine if the lake is supporting: 1) Fish 

and Wildlife Propagation; 2) Aesthetics; 3) Agriculture; 

4) Primary Body Contact Recreation; and 5) Public & 

Private Water Supply.  

The last published report on the Twin Lakes was in 2006 

but according to the OWRB, Lake #2 was sampled again 

in 2008 and results will be available soon. A summary of 

the results will be printed in this newsletter and online at 

shawneetwinlakes.net as soon as they are available. 

 

Lake Road Pet Boarding 

             

395-9775 

1929 W. Benedict Street 
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Oh, Deer!  
 

 

Pictured above is my car after an encounter with a deer on 

Highway 102 just south of I-40. 

My husband and I have driven around the Twin Lakes 

long enough to know that deer can jump out onto the 

road unexpectedly and Iôve lost count of the times weôve 

braked to avoid hitting them. We were almost able to 

add ñoneò more to that count on October 11, but é 

As we headed into town from the lake around 8:00 pm, a 

small deer ran onto Highway 102. My husband braked 

and turned to avoid hitting it and succeeded; however, 

another (much larger) deer darted into our path, making 

a collision unavoidable. 

My initial reaction was sympathy for the deer which 

probably ran off and died. I expected some damage to 

the car after seeing the dented hood, but after getting out 

and looking it over, I was surprised at the extent of it. As 

it turned out, the insurance company totaled the car. 

Just a word of caution ï this can happen to the best of 

drivers so be on the watch, especially during hunting 

season when gunshots may scare deer out of the woods. 

ï Linda Agee. 

 

     Your Property Tax  
As many of you know, since we donôt own our lake lots 

our homes are taxed as ñpersonal propertyò. A couple of 

years ago when the Pottawatomie County Assessorôs 

office sent me a bill for our new home, I noticed it was 

taxed at the personal property rate of 14% instead of the 

12% ad valorem tax rate charged to land owners. 

I thought since this was my home and permanently 

attached to the land (even though I donôt own the land) it 

should be taxed at the lower rate, so I contacted the 

assessorôs office and to my surprise, they agreed to make 

the adjustment. Because their computer automatically 

computes personal property tax at 14%, they compensate 

by adjusting the property value downward so that the 

rate charged is equivalent to 12% of assessed value. So 

now, all of your homes are being taxed at the lower rate! 

The county assessor evaluates properties every 4 years, 

so your taxes could change based on their appraisal. 

Other circumstances that could trigger a change in your 

taxes are sale of the property and alterations made that 

require a permit. The annual payment can be made in 

two installments ï the first one is due in December and 

the second in March. 

If you disagree with the assessed value, you can appeal 

to the County Board of Equalization. If you decide to do 

this, you should be prepared to bring a list of comparable 

sales in the area or a real estate appraisal, purchase 

contract, photographs of the property, and/or a real estate 

brokerôs analysis or letter. 

The Pottawatomie County Assessorôs Office is located 

in the courthouse in downtown Shawnee and their 

telephone number is 275-4740.  

Bluebird Behavior  

 

This male bluebird is looking into a car mirror and thinks his 

reflection is a rival. He spent most of the day trying to attack it. 


